Crime Victim’s Compensation Fund

The Crime Victims Fund (Fund) was authorized by the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) of 1984.  Each year, millions of dollars are deposited into this Fund from criminal fines, forfeited bail bonds, penalty fees, and special assessments collected by the U.S. Attorneys Offices, the U.S. Courts, and the Bureau of Prisons.  These dollars come from offenders convicted of Federal crimes, not from taxpayers.  

Every State administers a crime victim compensation program through a central agency that may or may not have branch offices. These programs provide assistance to victims of both Federal and State crimes. Although each State compensation program is administered independently, most programs have similar eligibility requirements and offer a comparable range of benefits. Maximum awards generally range between $10,000 and $75,000 (criteria and amount is different from state to state).

The typical State compensation program requires victims to report crimes to police within 3 days and to file claims within a fixed period of time. If other collateral sources of help are available, such as private insurance, compensation is paid only to the extent that the collateral resource does not cover the loss.

If you are an innocent victim of a violent crime, you may be entitled to compensation (depending upon many factors).  The compensation may be available to the victim or the victim’s dependent family (in case of his/her death).

To find out more about the fund, you may call your local court house, Victim Witness or Victim Intervention programs in your area or go to the official website for your state government.

Some of the items that may be reimbursed:

· Mental health counseling

· Unpaid medical expenses

· Nursing care

· Medical or physical therapy

· Care of a child or dependent

· Replacement costs due to investigation (clothing, bedding, etc.) or property seized

· Reasonable attorney’s fees

· One time relocation for sexual assault victims & domestic violence victims attacked in their residence

· Lost wages

· Funeral costs

· Eyeglasses or other corrective lenses

· Dental services and devices

· Prosthetic devices

· Crime scene cleanup

· Temporary housing

· Criminal justice support and advocacy

· Crisis Intervention

· Emergency transportation to court

· Training to use special applications

· Making home or car accessible

· Job training or vocational rehabilitation 

Average length of time to be reimbursed is eighteen months. 
